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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Sir: 



Prior to examination. Applicants wish to amend the subject application as follows: 
In the Abstract: 

Ple^e replace the Abstract with the following rewritten abstract: 

ABSTRACT 

A piezoelectric/electrostrictive element including a substantially trapezoidal laminate having 
narrower and wider surfaces lying substantially in parallel to each other and first and second surfaces 
opposed to each other between the narrower and wider surfaces. The first and second surfaces are 
inclined at given angles to one of the narrower and wider surfaces. The laminate includes 
piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers and interposed internal electrodes, the internal electrodes being 
broken up into a first and a second group, each of the first group internal electrodes lying over one of 
the second group internal electrodes through one of the piezoelectric/electrostrictive layers. A first 
external electrode is formed on the first surface of the laminate and is coupled to the first group 
internal electrodes. A second external electrode is formed on the second surface of the laminate and is 
coupled to the second group internal electrodes. 



REMARKS 



Prior to examination, Applicants respectfully request entry of this Amendment in which the 
abstract has been amended to correct minor informalities. 

If the Examiner believes that contact with applicants' attorney would be advantageous toward 
the disposition of this case, he is herein requested to call applicants' attorney at the phone number 
noted below. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees associated with this 
communication or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 50-1446. 
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